New Innovative Tertiary Degree in Agricultural Science 
11th June 2026:  A groundbreaking new pathway into agricultural careers has been unveiled in Meath, as Louth and Meath Education and Training Board (LMETB) and University College Dublin (UCD) announce a pioneering new tertiary degree in Agricultural Science—giving students a direct, seamless route and innovative pathway to a full university qualification.
The announcement of the new tertiary degree programme delivered in Dunboyne College of Further Education and Training takes place as thousands of students prepare to sit their Leaving Certificate Agricultural Science exams on Monday. 
The new tertiary degree programme is part of an expanding education model, which combines further education and higher education into a single, integrated student journey. This approach allows learners to begin their studies locally in Dunboyne College and progress on successful completion of his year to then progress to UCD to complete their degree. Students enrolling in the programme will benefit from smaller class sizes, strong learner supports and a gradual transition into university life, while ultimately graduating with a UCD qualification in Agricultural Science.
Sadie Ward McDermott, Director of Further Education and Training, LMETB, commented: 
“This initiative reflects LMETB’s strong commitment to delivering high-quality education and training that responds to the changing demands of the agricultural sector and the employers who sustain it. It has been developed in partnership to support regional development and strengthen a sector that lies at the heart of Ireland’s economic and rural prosperity. Supported by the Advanced Manufacturing Training Centre of Excellence (AMTCE), the new course recognises the growing impact of technology on agriculture and the need to equip learners with the skills to work in an increasingly innovative and data-driven industry.”
Prof. Frank Monahan, Dean of Agriculture, Head, UCD School of Agriculture & Food Science, UCD, said:
“This partnership with LMETB and Dunboyne College represents a transformative step in how we deliver agricultural education in Ireland. By embedding the tertiary model, we are opening new and inclusive pathways into UCD, ensuring that talented students from the Meath and surrounding counties can access world-class agricultural science education. The programme also aligns with national policy priorities focused on widening participation and enhancing access to higher education through innovative learning pathways.”
Catherine Fox, Principal of Dunboyne College of Further Education, said:
“We are delighted to partner with UCD in delivering this pioneering programme. At Dunboyne College, we are committed to providing our students with meaningful opportunities and clear pathways to success. Importantly, by offering this degree locally, we are also helping to reduce the financial burden on students and their families, while ensuring access to opportunity close to home. Dunboyne College’s location at the centre of a vibrant agricultural landscape offers students a unique learning environment, connecting theory with real-world practice across farms, agri-businesses and research settings through the work of the AMTCE.”
The tertiary degree is now open for applications, with the first cohort commencing in September. Students will begin their studies in Dunboyne College before transitioning to UCD as part of an integrated programme.
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